fAEMORANbUM - - 7 - .

SUBJECT: 1. Mtd-l970 Sighting of Four ‘Captured American Pilots

in a North Vietnamese Commao-Liaison Station About
25 Kilometers Northwest of Tchepone

2. Early 1969 Sighting of Two Captured American Pilots

Approximately 15 Kilometers Northwest of Muong Phine

ST AT

SUMMARY: During Juae or July 1970 four American =

" Caucasian prisoners of war were observed at Commo="— -~

Liaison Station 12 near Ban Nam Pha ab E 25 kilometers

northwest of Tchepone. The prisoners had been captured

in South Vietnam and were being taken to North Vietnam. ';’;;";':,;, S A,

None of the prisoners was wounded, but they were being =~

carried on stretchers because they had suffered injuries

to their feet from walking barefoot. All four prisoners -

were over six feet in height and two of the four. wore;_.;__i i

glasses. Three of the Americans appeared to be in their

late twenties or early thirties while the fourthwas -~~~
noticeably older.~ The prisoners were observedata

distance of three meters. Villagers in the area said . = =

it was not uncommon for American.prisoners to pass

through CommosLialson Statica 12. Two American

prisoners were also observed in early 1969 near Muong — .
Phine. They were being detained in a concealed truck. '
park along Route 23. They were not handcuffed or.

vestrained in any manner and did not appear to be wounded L

or injured, North Vietnamese soldiers said they were

~ the crew of a jet hghter whlch had been shot down near

Phou Kator,
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2. During June or July 1970 four American prisoners were
observed in the vicinity of Ban (village) Nam Pha (XD 1170) area approx-_
imately 25 kilometers northwest of Tchepone (XD_3245). The- .;ncans
and their NVA guards were resting at Commo-Liaison Station (CLS)
number-12 at XD 113700.% The American prisoncers were observed
from a distance of about three meters andgiw: said he tried to speak — —
_They were unable to_ communicate with———
NVA soldier, who appeared to_have a limited English*
language capabxllty. was seen speaking with the Americans., . The NVA =~
goards said that the Amenca.ns,—,were,p;lots,whofmere,captur,e;d in South
Vietnam and were being taken to North Vietnam. The Americans were -~~~ =~~~
not wounded but were transported on stretchers because of injuries to - o
their feet suffered as a result of being forced to walk without shoes, The.
Americans were not handcuffed or restrained when-observed and were ; :
allowed to walk within the perimeter the NVA guards had establxshed.f S
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- FJld Comment: Current enemy Order of Battle (OB) holdings indicate

that the pnsoners were probably moving north along the inf lt*atxon corrxdor.




3. Three of the Americans appeared to be in their late twenties -~
or early thirties while the fourth man was noticeably older and was the
tallest of the four men. Al four Americans.appeared to be over six
feet in height and were Caucasians. L

4. Two of the {our Amencans wore: eyegla.ssel with oﬂ'-whlte R !
frames; they were not sunglasses. Th .
brown bair which was not cut in the U, S, military style. - He,was slightly 7
balding and lis hair was turning grey. He had thick eyebrows anda = o
mustache, His sbirt was open_at_the neck and the upper part of his chest
was covered with hair. The man had a stocky build and a long curved
‘nose. The second prisoner with glasses appeared to be in his late twenties
and his bair, which appeared to be blond in color, had recently been cut
and was parted on the right side. He had thin eyebrows and a large
adam's apple, but he did not have a beard or mustache, He wasof BT

medium build. .

S. The four Americans were wearing no jewelry or watches and
_ bad no obvious scars or tattcos. They wore identical pants and shirts -
which were off-white in color and appeared to be made {from a materia.l .
similar to nylon. The shirts had short sleeves and a zipper in the S
front. The shirts bad a pocket. _on the left side, but no’ identifxcatxoa,tags
or insignia markings were observed. The two prisoners who were not
wearing glasses appsared to be in their early thirties and had brown o
hair, #*

6 BE=Antsywas in the area of CLS-12 for approximately two hours ,
and observed the Amarican prisoners during much of this time.” He
did not know where the Americans were taken after they left the CLS, - - ’
but he bad been told by his superiors that all American-and Thai pz pn,s,oners -

were taken to North Vietnam, _

7. CLS-12 was alarge NVA headquarters and bivouac area located
near an infiltration route to the south, The route was not motorable and
was used only by foot traffic.  The only Lao nationals who were allowed - o
into the CLS-12 area were local PL political and military cadre, Villagers -

in the CLS area said that it was not uncommeon for - American.prisonersto
pass th:rough CLS-12. - - -

se two prisoners.




‘"Photographs of Missing and Captureqd Personnel in SEA;

“e==— 8. - After reﬂewmg a Military Assistance Command chhaml e T

Joint Prisoner Recovery Center (MACV/JPRC) publication titled

that number 1021, Air Force Major Gene T. Pemberton, bore g

strong resemblance to the older of the American prisoners he sighted. -
He saiéd, however, that the man he observed had a fuller face and was ——

less bald than the man depicted in photograph 1021, He also said that -~ _

photograph 0304, U.S. Army Specialist 4 Ja.mi:é Daniel Wuliaih*son‘

eyeglasses, alﬂ:ough the man he per sonally observed had a thorter

nose, ) . o S —

10. During late January 1969 two American prisoners were
observed about a one=hour walk south of Ban (village) Mai (probably
Nathom Mai, WD 985400}, : oroxuna..ely 15 kilometers rorthwest of
Muong Phine (XD 0927). % € . SRR observed the American’
prisoners from a distance of 20 meters and could not provide an.- -
accurate description of them.  Both men wore single piece umfor...
similar to flight suits. They also wore shoes and 'fur” hats. -t
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11. The NVA soldiers guarding the prisoners stood about R
shoulder level to one of the prisoners and came to about the level of =
the lower part of the ear of the other.® The Americans werenot = '°.
handcuffed or restrained in any manner, but were guarded by tento
20 NVA aoldxers. The Amcricans did not appear to be wounded or
injurcd. (e &

few minutes ec;use au'stnkes were bemg directed iato his, generali"'.,,
area and he moved,out of the strike zone.

- 3

said he mxtuuy did not notice the pnsoners and walkcd 15 meters past

the truck park whee he met a second group of NVA soldiers. The [ S

ey of the Americans! presencer'at

around and saw the prisomers.— "~ — " " = -

i} learned {rom the NVA that the Ameriéfns were_ -

the crew of an “"FF' which had just been shot down, #% ‘The crew had

ejected from the aircraft before it crashed in the immediats area of -

Phou (mountam) Kator and the crew had been captured by an NVA
element. *#+<EaRR T saw other American aircraft bombing the area
where the aircra

crashed. He did not see the aircraft being

3does not know where the Americans were taken afterhe -~

& Comment' "FF!" is a term used by the PL and the NVA for a
jet fighter. - i R : )
8 Comment: Phon Kator is probably_ PhouKatat located at o

XD 0241. A Phou Katon ie 2leo located at XD 1350, o

_shot down, however, nor did he see the pilots parachute fromit. =~ =



left the area,® . ) LR - ' | o 0":_."".' ‘

14. When e
"Photographs of stsmg and Oaptured Persomel in SEA, " he could
{dentify no photographs In the book as the individuals he observed

i
U maimetian. bt
|
I

near Ban Mai." He also could not identu'y photographs of Smg!ewn S
or Utley.

v may have been referring to the crash ofi,f;,,,,f . —
- an FaE aircraft on 26 .Tanuary 1969. The last known position of the - .
aircraft was XD 297373, Daniel Everett Singleton, acces sxon,num'qer,,, R S
00001099, and Russel Kelth Utley, accession number 00001161, were . ;
on board. On 31 October 1971 photography no evidence of a crash site - )
was found. The area has been bombed, has heavy trea canopy, and e -

there is row cropping in the area. Inasmuch as the aircraft was probably ~ _
camouflaged, it probably would not be observable because of the time . 1
lag between the date of the ¢rash and the date of photography., o

i e e



